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Recording Mobile Podcasts with Gcast

Imagine, for a moment, that your class is on a field trip to your city’s local aquarium. Small groups
of six or seven students are moving around from tank to tank with their chaperones, and they are
collecting information on what they are seeing to discuss back at school. Sound pretty typical?

What would happen when one of these groups see one of the aquarium’s marine biologists?
Hopefully, they would take the opportunity to discuss what they have learned with this scientist and
even try to learn more. Unfortunately, only this one small group had this experience. Most of the
other students return to school without being able to have taken advantage of this fantastic learning
opportunity.

This is where mobile podcasting can be of great benefit. Through this method of podcasting, one
group of students can record the conversation, and everyone else can hear the conversation back at
school (or home) after the audio file has been posted to the Web.

So how is mobile podcasting done? Well, one option is to carry around a laptop so that students
could record directly into the computer. Another option is to carry around iPods with microphones or
some other digital audio recorder. Both of these options are valid and would allow students to bring
their recordings back to school to edit and post. But many schools still don’t have these tools for
their students, and even more of them don’t allow students to bring them outside of the school walls.

The third option is to record a podcast with a tool that each chaperone probably already has in their
pocket: a cell phone.

Enter Gcast
Gcast is a fantastic, free tool that allows anyone to podcast by any phone. This phone might be a cell
phone, it might be a phone in the classroom, or it could be a phone in a student’s home.

Once you setup an account in Gcast, recording a mobile podcast couldn’t be simpler. Just dial Gcast’s
toll free number (there is also an international option), follow the voice prompts, and record. That's
all there is to it.

Registering for a Gcast Account

To set up an account in Gcast (http://www.gcast.com), begin by clicking on the Sign up now,
it's free! link on the top right corner of the page. You will be taken to a form that asks your email
address, your zip code, and a password. Complete the form and click the I Agree, create my
account button. On the next page, you can edit your podcast’s hame and description, and you can
upload a small photo to represent your podcast if you choose. Click Next. The next step will ask you
to enter the ten-digit phone number** you would like to register as well as a four-digit PIN humber.

**If you are going to be the only person calling in and recording with your account, you would
want to use the number you will most often call from. This will keep Gcast from asking you to
enter your registration phone number when you call in. If you are going to have students call
in on your account, I would suggest entering a fake phone number. This way, you don’t have
to give out your real number to your students. Make sure you remember this number though,
because you will have to enter it each time you call in.

Click OK, finished, and your account will be created. You will receive a confirmation email at this
point. Before you start podcasting, open this email and click on the confirmation link.

You're now ready to podcast!
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Suggested Method for Class Podcasting Using Gcast
Normally, Gcast would be setup as an account for an individual, but with the following method, it
could easily be used with a whole class in a field trip type situation.

Create an index card for each chaperone. Each card should have three numbers on it:

o Gcast’s toll free number (888-654-2278)

o The phone number you registered when creating your account

o Your four digit PIN
Provide students with some type of assignment that will require them to call in at different
points of the day and record.
When students are ready to make a call, they will get the index card out, call Gcast and follow
the voice prompts.
When they are finished recording, they will press 3 to publish their podcast. Within 5 minutes,
their podcast will be found within your online Gcast account.
After the field trip, you can change the PIN number so that students can no longer call in until
the next time you want them to.

Options for the Recordings

As stated before, once students are finished recording, they will press 3, and the recording will
immediately be published. But now, what can you do with these recordings? Well, you have a few
options.

Provide parents and others with your Gcast account’s address. They can visit this account and
listen to podcasts as they are coming in from the field. The address will be
http://www.gcast.com/u/yourusername.

Your podcast in Gcast is RSS enabled. You can give the feed address to parents so that they
can subscribe to the podcasts if they have an aggregator, or if you have a blog that allows
you to insert feeds within, you could have your podcast come from your phone and published
to your computer without ever touching a computer.

This option is great if you want to edit your podcasts. Login to your account, or go to
http://www.gcast.com/u/yourusername. Each of your podcast recordings has an mp3 icon
next to it. Click on the icon, and you can download the podcast onto your computer. Form
there, you can edit the podcast using Audacity or Garageband. Post your final, edited version
to your blog or wiki to share.
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